universal recognition as a religious epic. Professor Winternitz in recent years has tried to prove that it must be assigned to the 10th century A. D. at the latest, Pargiter and Furquhar place it about the 9th century,
The Agni Parana is so called as it was communicated to Vasishta by Agni, the god of fire. Though the incarnations of Vishnu particularly as Rama and Krishna are dealt with in this Purana, it is essentially Saivite in nature. It deals with the cult of the Linga and Durga elaborately^ . It further deals at great length with all sorts of motley topics, not included' in the scope of a Purana and is almost an encyclopaedia, treating among other things, of medicine, astronomy, architecture, prosody, poetics and dramaturgy.
The Garuda Parana is so called as it was first expounded by Vishnu to Garuda. It resembles the Agni Purana in giving place to all topics of motley interest like medicine; prosody, astronomy etc. It dwells at length on various fasts and ceremonials relating to Vaishnavite faith,. although it commends the worship of other gods also like Siva, Parvati, Surya and Ganesa. The specially important portion of this' epic is the Jatter half which speaks at length of the story of the soul after its departure from the human* body. It describes the horrors of hell, caused by acts of sin arid expounds the significance of the funeral* ceremonies conducted for the departed souls by their suivivbrs. wliich are said,to accrue to the well-being of lie Soufe in their